
 



ALL ABOARD MYSTERYTRAIN…CHOO CHOO BABY! 
By Jim Price 

 
    Last month, central Pennsylvania-based musical adventurers Mysterytrain made their 100th excursion on 

regional stages; and their ñrockinô psychedelic hoedownò shows no signs of slowing down. 

    With an initial crew of seven members, Mysterytrain first embarked on their journey in September 2008. 

The current five-member Mysterytrain crew features group brainchild Dan Klock on vocals and guitar, Gina 

Riggio on vocals and keys, Kevin Share on bass, Jacob Haqq-Misra on percussion and vocals, and Chuck 

Bailey on drums.  

Each musician brings a unique background and contributes a distinctive presence into Mysterytrain’s 

musical stew. Klock brings a classic rock and jam background into the mix. Riggio is classically-trained and an 

established independent solo recording artist. Share has performed classic rock, blues and country. Bailey’s 

influences are from the jam, jazz and funk realms. And with his background in jazz, soul and fusion; Haqq-

Misra colors the Mysterytrain sound armed with a vast percussion arsenal of congas, bongos, vibraphone, jam 

blocks (5 pitches), cowbell, vibraslap, wind chimes, gourd quiro, ram's horn quiro, tambourine, tube shaker, can 

shaker, egg shaker, triangle, shekere and finger cymbals. All five musicians boarded Mysterytrain with a 

desire to be creative and open-ended. 

Klock expresses amazement about how these diverse musical personalities have come together to 

generate Mysterytrain’s unique sound: ñAs all original members of the band, we shake our heads at the fact 

that it came together as it did, and we melded together as this sound. Itôs unique to everybody enough that we 

canôt picture any other people that would create this kind of soundéNobody knew any of each other before the 

band; this is the music that came out.ò  

    These backgrounds and styles converge to forge Mysterytrain’s original ñrockinô psychedelic hoedown.ò 

Rockônô roll, country, bluegrass, funk, blues and worldbeat influences can be present, as well as open-ended 

improvisation, space-rock dynamics and more. Their growing all-original song arsenal can range from 

structured, conventional verse/chorus melodies to expansive, fluid, improvisational creations that can venture 

throughout the musical cosmos during a given show. According to Klock, ñWe all leave it open like a canvas, 

open when weôre playing.ò 

    Riggio calls Mysterytrain’s tuneful expressions ñmusic for the people,ò and adds that the groupôs collective 

style ñreally bends and moves to reflect who we are.ò 

    Mysterytrain brings it all to life on stage, and because of their freewheeling approach to their music, no two 

shows are ever the same. A typical Mysterytrain show spans two sets; the groupôs first set establishes the tone 

for the night, and starts with more structured numbers to loosen up the crowd and warm up the band. The 

adventure escalates during the second set, when the group pulls all the stops and lets their creativity and 

improvisational inhibitions guide the journey.  

    Each show and each situation are different, and the atmosphere and energy can vary between bar shows and 

outdoor festivals, or between day and night performances; and be impacted by the crowdôs vibe as well. 

According to Klock, ñéSometimes if thereôs a lot of people and the energy of the crowd is really high, the 

comfort level of the show gives us the ability to create something really interesting, or it can actually make us 

play to where we donôt want to mess upéSo the vibe of the show, it can happen in front of a big audience, 

where we play open and have a lot of ideaséBut then also it can be where our most relaxing moments are when 

the night is real loose.ò He adds that the group relishes when it all comes together. ñéEverybodyôs in the right 

place, the right people are in the right place, and weôre in the right place, and everything works.ò 

    For Mysterytrain, the ideal performance situation is during outdoor festival events, such as the many they 

have organized or are participating in during this summer season. (For a complete and updated listing, see the 

groupôs ad in this monthôs issue, or visit their website, www.mysterytrainlive.net.) According to Klock, their 

festival events provide music fans with ñA view of what the band would be like if we held all the cardséThatôs 

the way we see our show.ò He added, ñWhat would be ideal is if every place we played had that same vibe and 

feeling. What they see at the festival is what is our idea of a good time.ò 

http://www.mysterytrainlive.net/


    Mysterytrain’s festivals tend to be small and casual, and provide a collective fun atmosphere of live music, 

friends, vendors and camaraderie. Haqq-Misra describes that atmosphere: ñHalf of it is the people who attend 

it; we have free vending at our festivals, so that creates part of the atmosphere, people laying out their stuff 

theyôve made, or whatever they have to sell. It just creates a lot of the atmosphereépeople bringing light toys, 

glow sticks and laser torches and everything. Each night sort of takes on a life of its ownéI think we set the 

framework for a festival, and just let it evolve into whatever it becomes. Everybody who comes brings a piece 

of thatéò 

    Mysterytrain welcomes other bands and performers to be a part of the experience, and encourages open 

mics, drum circles, homegrown jams and more. According to Klock: ñWe try to get bands that the general 

crowd, the vibe of the crowd, the festival crowd, would understand and like and enjoy. So that could be 

anything from an acoustic player, soloéto a bluegrass band, to a blues band, a rock band, funk bandéso 

thereôs a lot of different styles of music that could come out.ò He adds, ñWe try to find bands that fit the style of 

the festival, and then they helpéWe canôt play the whole day, so they fill up all throughout the day, and 

sometimes they start real late at night and finish the night offéThey just make it complete as everything else. 

Without other bands, it wouldnôt be complete, without the vendors it wouldnôt be complete, without the crowd it 

wouldnôt be completeéSo they bring as much as anybody.ò 

    All of Mysterytrain’s shows and events are recorded and available for free download through their website; 

and they openly welcome the taping of their performances. Share says, ñWe want to get our music out there, 

thatôs alléò 

    Mysterytrain’s current goals largely surround their live show, and their desires to grow and improve it. The 

group hopes to add to their current sound and lighting system, and invest in a bigger vehicle to haul that 

equipment. While they may someday enter a recording studio, they are more interested in developing and 

making their live presentation as exciting and memorable as they can. Short-term goals for Mysterytrain 

include smoothly maneuvering through their upcoming summer festival and event schedule, expanding their 

geographic range to festivals, theaters and venues throughout the state, and to earn a living through their live 

music performance. 

    The group encourages any bar owner or promoter to please contact them for a full color press kit. 

    Fans and friends are important to Mysterytrain, and they appreciate the people who help make their shows 

and events come to life. Klock explains, ñWe have some pretty dedicated people that help uséWhen we put on 

an event, we take care of renting the venue and making it happen, but theyôre the ones that actually allow it to 

happen and pull it off. We play the music, but they really take care of all the little details to make that event 

work.ò Specifically, the group would like to thank Jenni, Peach, Head, Nicky, Tommy, Murf, Annette, 

Travis, Danielle, Missy, Jamie, Chris, Tiffany, Todd, Jan Riggio, Mark, Lance, Brad, Corrine, Brian, 

Anthony, Brandi, Jason O and Kate. They also thank bands such as the Steam City Riders, Chuck Mason & 

Blue Reality, Felix & the Hurricanes and E.V.K.; as well as Claudio and Zilly at 30 Something, 

Pennsylvania Musician, and everybody who has supported the group and their scene. 

    Mysterytrain has enjoyed their journey so far. ñA year and a half ago, I wouldnôt have imagined where it 

was at today,ò said Klock. ñI think the interesting thing is watching it unfold.ò   

According to Riggio: ñItôs a pretty fun ride right now; itôs really interesting. I learned a lot about a lot of 

things; Iôve grown as a musician and as a performer from this experience. And the thing for me at least, about 

the journey, I havenôt really thought about where we should all end up. I donôt really want to end upéò  

    The group eagerly anticipates their summer festival season, and invites everyone to hop on board and 

experience what a Mysterytrain live music excursion is all about. According to Haqq-Misra, ñItôs 

summertime and weôre a summertime bandéAnd weôre looking forward to that. To the people who have seen 

us in bars, try to get to one of our other shows; playing outside, thereôs a little more freedom. Thatôs when weôre 

really in our element.ò He adds, ñWeôre on a journey, and weôre looking for other people to join us and see 

where it goes.ò 

    All aboard the MysterytrainéOr as Klock proclaims, ñChoo choo baby!ò 
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